Relapse of Legionnaires' disease in a renal transplant recipient.
We describe a 44-year-old man who recently received a cadaveric renal transplant and had a relapse of Legionnaires' disease after an appropriate course of therapy. The relapse occurred within two weeks after completion of a three-week course of therapy with erythromycin stearate. A transbronchial biopsy specimen was positive for Legionella pneumophila by direct immunofluorescence, although the Dieterle silver impregnation stain was negative. The patient responded to a repeated course of erythromycin for an additional 21 days, and no further sequelae or relapses have been noted. The importance of early rapid diagnostic modalities in the immunocompromised patient is emphasized, and the need to consider the possibility of relapse after effective therapy is warranted.